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Master drawings from the collection of Mr. and Mrs. Eugene V. Thaw will 
be exhibited at The Cleveland Museum of Art from March 16 through May 2, 1976. 

The 115 drawings by major artists dating from the 15th through the 19th 
century have been acquired by the New York art dealer and his wife over the 
last twenty -five years. 

In forming their collection, considered one of the finest in the country, 
the Thaws have been guided largely by personal taste. They favor finished 
drawings -- as opposed to working sketches — by artists with characteristic 
and recognizable styles, and they tend to acquire groups of works by these 
favorite artists. 

Approximately one-third of the drawings in their collection are by 19th- 
century French artists, notably Camille Corot, Theodore Gericault, Eugene 
Delacroix, Honore Daumier, Edgar Degas, and Paul Cezanne. Degas is particularly 
well represented with eight works, including one of his superlative drawings 
of race horses. 

Another masterwork in the group of French drawings is Daumier's Two 
Lawyers Conversing , a work of brilliant technique and psychological insight. 
Equally superb are three beautiful watercolors by Cezanne, and a large pencil 
study for his famous painting. Card Players . 


(more) 
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Masterworks can also be found among the relatively small group of 19th- 
century English and German drawings . Especially beautiful is an atmospheric 
watercolor of the Ehine River by the English painter J. M. W. Turner. Also 
noteworthy are two rare and sensitive works by the German Romantic artist 
Caspar David Friedrich — a pencil study of a tree and a watercolor Moonlit 
Landscape . 

The collection contains a number of 18th-century Venetian works, including 
sixteen drawings by the Tiepolos -- Giovanni Battista, and his son, Giovanni 
Domenico. Also represented by multiple works are the French artist Antoine 
Watteau, with five masterful portrait and figure drawings, and Francisco de 
Goya, with five drawings from his famous albums. 

Among the 17th-century drawings in the collection are nine by the French 
artist Claude and six by Rembrandt. The drawings by Claude include the 
landscapes for which he is so widely known, as well as studies of cows and 
oxen. Rembrandt's Finding of Moses . Studies for a Descent from the Cross , 
and two landscapes can be counted among the Dutch master's finest drawings. 
Another impressive and moving work from the 17th century is Peter Paul Rubens' 
study for a Descent from the Cross . 

Although 15th and 16th-century drawings have rarely appeared on the art 
market since the Thaws began collecting, they have been able to acquire ten 
of these early works, including two exquisite drawings of the Virgin by the 
Florentine artist Fra Bartolomeo, and a remarkable drapery study attributed 
to a 15th-century artist of the Franco-Flemish school. 

The exhibition of drawings from the Thaw collection has been organized 
by The Pierpont Morgan Library in New York City, where it was on view earlier 
this year. After its Cleveland showing, it will travel to The Art Institute 
of Chicago and The National Gallery of Canada in Ottawa. 


(more) 
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All of the drawings in the exhibition are beautifully reproduced in a 
handsome and informative catalogue prepared by The Pierpont Morgan Library 
and available at the Museum's sales desk for $16.50. 

The exhibition, which is free of charge, is installed in the Prints and 
Drawings Galleries on the Museum's ground floor. 


# # # # 


For additional information or photographs, please contact Ann Edwards, The 
Cleveland Museum of Art, lll50 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; (216)421-7340. 



